
Over the last 12 months, Veon has planted over 10,000 oak  
trees at Coollattin, replacing the Sitka spruce previously  
planted. Investment has also been made into the removal  
of over 100 acres of invasive exotics. These include laurel and 
rhododendron to allow broadleaf forest trees to re-establish 
and in addition, the rivers Derry and Coolboy have benefited  
by the removal of fallen trees.

Veon’s Director of Sales, Joe Codd commented: “Coollattin still 
has an extraordinary collection of spectacular trees which were 
planted in the 19th Century.  This is a hugely exciting project in 

its scope which includes not only the replanting of commercial 
woodland with native oak and the removal of invasive species, 
but the restoration of the carefully planned breathtaking 19th 
century vistas, creating an incomparable blend of mature trees 
in the majestic Coollattin landscape.”

The emphasis of such a large-scale forest restoration and Irish 
sylvicultural management techniques being undertaken by 
Veon, with the benefit of the 10,000 oak trees, will have  
substantial environmental benefits for native species,  
biodiversity and habitat. 

Planting of 10,000 native Oaks restores  
Coollattin’s indigenous Irish Oak forest
Oak trees are once again being planted at Coollattin Woods, in County Wicklow. In 2016  
the estate was purchased by an Irish company. Veon Ltd., Ireland’s leading forest management 
company, was appointed to plan and carry out an extensive woodland restoration project and 
to oversee all forestry activities on the estate. 
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Oak trees planted at Coollattin Woods

In its heyday, Coollattin, near the village of Shillelagh, was 
one of the largest and best known Irish estates. It comprised 
more than 85,000 acres - one fifth of Co. Wicklow - and had 
thousands of tenants. Following the Land Acts, the Estate 
was significantly reduced in size.

The first owner, Sir William Fitzwilliam, served two terms as 
Lord Deputy of Ireland, from 1571 to 1575 and again from 
1588 to 1594.  In 1620 his grandson, William Fitzwilliam, was 
raised to the Peerage of Ireland as the 1st Earl of Fitzwilliam.  

In the early 1970s, following the death of Lady Fitzwilliam, her 
daughter, Lady Juliette, decided to sell what remained of the 
Coollattin Estate. The Woodlands then went through  

turbulent times under various owners, during which  
substantial areas of the ancient native oak were felled for 
export to Europe as high quality veneer wood. 

By the late 1980s, the oak woods of Mill Wood, Quails  
Wood, Shuttles Wood, Drimingal Wood, Ballykelly Wood  
and Brow Wood had all been completely cleared and had 
been partly replaced with spruce and oak mixtures. Only 
Tomnafinnogue remained standing, following direct  
intervention by the then Taoiseach, Charles J. Haughey,  
who was horrified by the destruction of such an important 
native forest. Tomnafinnogue is now maintained by  
Wicklow County Council.



Ger McGrath is a dairy farmer in Wexford who decided to 
plant twenty acres of his farm with commercial forestry and 
chose Veon to plant his land.

Tom O’Dwyer, Regional Manager South East of Veon 
conducted the site survey and planted Sitka spruce and 
Norway spruce as the primary commercial species after 
careful analysis of the soil. “Ger’s land is good quality and 
ideally suited to producing high yielding timber over the 
coming years.”

“Furthermore, the tax free returns from the crop  
 puts it right up there with dairy and is a lot less   
 risky and I also get to keep my single farm payment”

“I wanted to reduce the workload on my farm and forestry 
provides me with the opportunity to do that while also 
providing me with a guaranteed income over a fifteen 
year period” according to Ger. “Furthermore, the tax free 
returns from the crop puts it right up there with dairy and is 
a lot less risky and I also get to keep my single farm  
payment” he added.

“Having seen an ad for Veon in a national newspaper I 
spoke to friends who recommended Veon as my forest 
manager. I then met with Tom who came and walked the 
site with me and ultimately planted twenty acres. I would 
recommend Veon and am considering some additional 
planting over the next year or so.”

Ger McGrath is a dairy farmer in Wexford who 
decided to plant twenty acres of his farm with 
commercial forestry and chose Veon to plant 
his land.

Ger McGrath with Tom O’Dwyer of Veon

“What attracted me to forestry was the certainty of the 
tax free premia income which balances the unpredictabil-
ity of income from dairy activities. The premia is payable 
for fifteen years after which time I will have sight of the 
income from thinnings at intervals until clearfell which 
will be after approximately thirty years. The timing of the 
clearfell will coincide with my retirement although I don’t 
expect to retire!”

“I discussed planting forestry with my family, friends 
and neighbours beforehand and they thought it was a 
good idea. Like many farmers in Ireland I am asset-rich 
and time-poor. Over the past few years I examined my 
working life and clearly saw that the real return from my 
farming activities was very low relative to the sheer  
number of hours I spend working on the farm. With 
forestry as a part of my farming activities I now have a 
guaranteed income and have more time freed up to do 
other things like spending more time with my family or to 
engage in other things I enjoy doing.”

“With forestry as a part of my farming activities I now  
 have a guaranteed income and have more time  
 freed up”

Veon planted Sitka spruce as the primary commercial 
species with the requisite Birch mix to ensure the visual 
aspect was softened and enhanced. According to Tom 
O’Dwyer, “Liam’s land was ideally suited to producing 
high yield quality commercial timber which is in great  
demand in Ireland and with an increasing demand likely 
for the next century at current planting rates. Ireland has 
the lowest levels of forest cover in the EU at 10.5% 
despite having the best growing conditions in Europe”.

“I am delighted Veon planted my forestry and I would 

VEON continues nationwide expansion

“We have experienced a notable increase in the number of 
farmers who have contacted us to discuss the impact of the 
new Forestry Act and how we can help them diversify their farm 
incomes with forestry now playing an increasingly important part 
of the mix” according to Joe Codd, Director of Sales at Veon.

With Brexit looming in the background it makes more sense 
now than ever before to protect future income streams and take 
advantage of the grants and premia payments available from 
the Forest Service. 

As Ireland’s private forestry estate nears maturity, farmers and 
forest owners increasingly realise the importance of the value of 
their forests. So it makes sense to manage the thinning regime 
correctly to ensure that the final tree crop is properly prepared 
to maximise the final value of the remaining tree crop at  
clearfell stage.
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The ultimate income tax free reward at clearfell is payment 
for the forest owner’s patience and good management  
practices during the time the crop was growing. The  
difference in final reward between a well-managed  
forest and a poorly managed forest is stark.

“Veon has 25 years unrivalled harvesting management  
experience and it would be a foolhardy farmer who  
entrusts his most valuable crop to a company with little or 
no experience of harvest management. It is the farmer who 
pays for the mistake of inexperience! Not the time to be a 
guinea pig when choosing the right forest manager!”  
according to Hugh Cawley, Veon’s Director of Operations.

Value in Forestry

Why I decided to plant on my farm

Liam Codd is a third-generation farmer from Wexford who decided a few years back to  
diversify his dairy farm and plant commercial forestry on 80 acres. Having contacted a  
number of forestry companies to discuss his proposal he met with Tom O’Dwyer, Regional 
Manager South East of Veon and decided to choose Veon to apply to the Forest Service  
for planting permission and then plant his land.

Tom O’Dwyer of Veon with Liam Codd

recommend their professional and upfront approach. 
Tom O’Dwyer explained the process and the objectives 
and delivered on all of them. I would be very happy to 
recommend Veon to any farmer considering forestry as 
an option” said Liam.

Veon is Ireland’s leading forestry company and  
we have expanded over the past year to meet  
the professional forestry needs of farmers and  
our forest owner clients. With an additional seven 
foresters including two additional regional  
managers appointed we are now truly nationwide 
with offices in, Dublin, Enniscorthy Mart,  
Drumshanbo Mart, Athenry Mart and  
Castleisland Mart, Co. Kerry.

Veon – delivering the best professional forestry services in Ireland
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Regional Offices



The new Forestry Act 2014
Q. What is the new Forestry Act 2014?

An Act to make further and better provision in relation to  
forestry, to provide for the development and promotion  
of forestry in a manner that maximises the economic,  
environmental and social value of forests within the principles 
of sustainable forest management, to confer power on the 
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine to make  
regulations for the effective management of the forestry  
sector, to make further provision for the giving effect to acts  
of the institutions of the European Union by regulation made 
by that Minister in respect of forestry and forestry-related  
activities, to repeal the Forestry Act 1946 , to amend the  
Wildlife Act 1976 , to amend the Agriculture Appeals Act  
2001, to amend the Environment (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 2011 and to provide for related matters.

 Q. What does the new Act cover?

 The new Act covers the following areas:

 >  Administration of the Forestry Sector
 >  Protection of the Environment
 >  Felling of Trees
 >  Afforestation, Forest Road Works and Aerial  

Fertilisation of Forests
 >  Enforcement
 >  Replanting Orders
 >  Offences and Penalties
 >  Regulations
 >  Amendment of Agriculture Appeals Act 2001

Q. How does it differ from the 1946 Forestry Act? 

 >  Establishes a single licence process for tree felling.
 >  Increases the list of exempted trees to allow felling  
without a tree felling licence for trees outside of the  
forest in certain circumstances.
 >  Allows for felling licences of up to 10 years in duration, 
which may be extended for one or more further periods,  
not exceeding a total of 5 years.
 >  Introduces timelines for processing felling licences.
 >  Introduces tougher penalties for illegal felling of trees  
aimed at maintaining the area of existing forest and  
helps prevent future deforestation.
 >  Obliges the licensee when felling a forest to erect a site 
notice at the entrance from the public road prior to the  
commencement of harvesting operations.

For further details on the new Forestry Act 2014 check out  
our website at the following link: 
http://www.veon.ie/qa-forestry-act-2014/

Thinking of Planting, Managing, Harvesting,  
Purchasing or Selling - Think Veon!
Veon is Ireland’s leading forest management company - from planting applications to final clearfell and 
reforestation. If you wish to have a chat with one of our foresters about you forestry needs please call 

us on our Freephone number 1800 719 399 or drop in to one of our regional offices.

JOE CODD, Director of Sales
Veon Ltd. 1 Leopardstown Business Centre,  
Ballyogan Road, D.18
Freephone: 1800 719 399
Mobile: +353 (0) 87 983 7462
Email: jcodd@veon.ie

KEN SWEENEY, Regional Manager for West & Midlands
Veon Ltd. Athenry Mart,  
Athenry, Co. Galway 
Freephone:  1800 719 399 
Mobile: +353 (0) 87 936 7982 
Email: ksweeney@veon.ie

FERGUS MAHON, Regional Manager, North East
1 Leopardstown Business Centre, Ballyogan Road,   
Leopardstown, Dublin 18
Freephone:   1800 719 399 
Mobile: +353 (0) 86 411 0366
Email: fmahon@veon.ie

TOM O’DWYER, Regional Manager, South East
Veon Ltd. Blackstoops, Enniscorthy Mart,  
Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford
Freephone: 1800 719 399
Mobile: +353 (0) 86 028 1053
Email: todwyer@veon.ie

CHRIS BYRNE, Forester South West
Veon Ltd. Advance Factory, Castleisland Mart,  
Castleisland, Co. Kerry 
Freephone:  1800 719 399 
Mobile: +353 (0) 87 361 5024
Email: cbyrne@veon.ie

1 Leopardstown  
Business Centre, 
Ballyogan Road, 
Leopardstown, 
Dublin 18, 
D18 N578.

Enniscorthy Mart, 
Blackstoops, 
Enniscorthy, 
Co. Wexford. 

Advance Factory, 
Crageens, 
Castleisland, 
Co. Kerry.

Gala Superstore, 
Church Street,  
Drumshanbo,  
Co. Leitrim.

Athenry Mart, 
Prospect, 
Athenry, 
Co. Galway.

veon.iePROFESSIONAL FOREST MANAGEMENT SERVICES

DANIEL O’CONNELL, Forester South West
Veon Ltd. Advance Factory, Castleisland Mart,  
Castleisland, Co. Kerry 
Freephone:  1800 719 399 
Mobile: +353 (0) 87 607 1539
Email: doconnell@veon.ie

MOMME REIBISCH, Regional Manager (North West)
Veon Ltd. Gala Superstore, Church St,  
Drumshanbo Mart, Co. Leitrim
Freephone:  1800 719 399
Mobile: +353 (0) 86 043 3605
Email: mreibisch@veon.ie
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