
This harvest generated €180,000 (€11,250/acre) of income for 
the farmer, income tax free. The harvest also provided a raw 
material to the local market to be processed, helping to sustain 
jobs in the rural economy. 

Veon’s local forester Daniel O’Connell, who was chosen as an 
Escort at this year’s Rose of Tralee festival, commented that 
“the forest owner didn’t realise their forest was so valuable and 
was delighted with the income generated from the timber”.

Sitka spruce is the “hero species” and the mainstay of the Irish 
forest industry. Although a favourite target of the uninformed 
– especially those seeking election, Sitka spruce is the primary 
commercial species in Ireland.  With the benefit of hindsight, 
many lessons have been learned from the mistakes of plant-
ing policies in the past. Gone are the days of blanket spruce 
planting with no setbacks from roads, rivers and houses which 
gave rise to the negativity the forestry sector has recently expe-
rienced. What is rarely if ever recognised however, is that such 
practices stopped over a decade ago. Minimum setbacks and 
percentages of alternative species are now common place in all 
new forest creations which is underpinned with the new Forestry 
Act 2014. 

Foresters in Ireland know its all about the right tree in the right 
place. The beauty of Sitka is that it loves typical Irish agricultural 
conditions. It will thrive in the places where our native  

broadleaves will not survive and even if they did they  
would struggle. 

From a land owner’s perspective, the returns from Sitka are 
reliable. When a Veon forester discusses options with someone 
who is thinking about planting they listen to what the objectives 
of the owner are. If the number one objective is to create a 
forest that is sustainable and will generate income for them  
and for their kids, then Sitka is the ideal primary species. 

With correct forest management, other advantages can be 
gained such as 15% of the site is planted with broadleaves 
along rivers, roads and house setbacks. Up to 15% of the site 
can be also be managed for bio diversity with premia payments 
on 100% of the forest site.

Professional forest planning and management will ensure that 
the soil is enriched; that rivers are protected; that flooding risks 
are reduced; that carbon is sequestered from the atmosphere 
and that the environment as well as the forest owner are in a 
win-win situation. Crucially though, the forest owner has a crop 
that will generate income for his family for generations to come. 

Cork farmer generates €180,000 from 16 acres of Sitka
Our South West foresters Chris Byrne and Daniel O Connell completed a harvesting in Cork last month 
for a local farm forest owner. The forest was 6.50 ha of Sitka spruce. 2,900 tonnes of Sitka spruce were 
produced of which 15% was cut into pulpwood for the local energy market; 10% was cut into stake, 
again sold locally; 15% was cut into pallet and 60% cut into commercial sawlog (construction, roof  
trusses, housing timber frames etc) that was sent to a local sawmill for processing.
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Come and Visit us at the 
2018 National Ploughing 
Championships
Veon is located at Block 3, Row 21, Stand 458

Drop in and have a chat with us about your forests.

Land owners who are thinking about a change in  
land use should also drop in and meet our foresters  
to discuss their objectives.

Veon has offices nationwide.



Veon hosts Associação Florestal do Lima Portuguese foresters

As part of their three-day forestry fact-finding mission  
to Ireland, which was hosted by Veon, Ireland’s largest 
professional forestry management company, 17  
members of the Portuguese professional forestry  
association, Associação Florestal do Lima, visited 
Ireland in July where they were given a presentation  
on Irish forestry followed by a site visit to one of  
Veon’s forests in Rearymore, Co. Laois. 

Mariano Freitas of Associação Florestal do Lima explained their 
interest in learning more about the Irish forestry sector and especially 
Veon’s role in timber management, mobilisation and logistics. The 
Associação Florestal do Lima is looking forward to greater professional 
cooperation and sharing of forestry expertise between their foresters 
and Veon’s foresters.

The foresters also visited the renowned JFK Arboretum in New  
Ross where they had a guided tour by Mary O’Neill-Moloney of the 
OPW. The guided tour was attended by Thomas O’Dwyer, Veon’s 
Regional Manager in the South East and Paul Brosnan, Veon’s 
Marketing Director.
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Pictured L-R: Mary O’Neill Moloney, Mariano Frietas,  
Dulce Mota, Paul Brosnan & Tom O’Dwyer

Wood yew??? 

Register your interest 
to be part of your local 
Knowledge Transfer 
Group (KTG).

Freephone  1800 719 399 now 
to become part of something 
bigger

Email: info@veon.ie



Veon opens new  
Regional Office in  
Mountrath, Co. Laois

“Veon is committed to providing the highest levels 
of professionalism to our clients most of whom are 
farmers. With over 25 year’s forest management 
experience, we currently harvest 150,000 tonnes  
of timber annually and manage over 40,000 acres  
of high quality commercial forests”.

The new regional office, which is located at  
Mountrath Mart is a vote of confidence in the  
commercial forestry sector and the increasingly  
important role that forestry plays in providing  
income diversification opportunities for farmers.

Commercial forestry is our primary weapon in  
sequestering carbon dioxide from the atmosphere 
and in countering the devastating effects of  
climate change.

Veon Ltd specialize in all aspects of farm forestry  
including afforestation, forestry management  
services such as forest planning, forest audits, forest 
plantation sales, forestry insurance, fire protection, 
wind-farm services and forest valuations. 

Veon’s services are tailored towards maximising the 
commercial benefits of forestry for our farmer clients. 
We are constantly investing in our staff and systems 
to deliver the best possible results making forestry a 
profitable and rewarding enterprise for our clients. 
Veon is headquartered in Co. Dublin and we have 
five regional offices strategically located throughout 
Ireland – Co. Laois, Co. Wexford, Co. Galway, Co. 
Leitrim and Co. Kerry. 

Forest owners are eligible to add a flat rate of 5.4%  
VAT on all timber income even if they are unregistered  
for VAT.  Forest owners should ensure this is included 
when drawing up contracts with timber buyers.

Forest Owners, who are not registered for VAT, may  
also be able to reclaim the VAT paid on the construction 
of a forest road using the VAT Form 58. All forest owners 
should consult with their own tax advisors before  
beginning their roads or harvesting operations. 

Veon’s new Regional Office in Mountrath, 
Co Laois was officially opened on Friday 
7th September 2018. 

Commenting on the launch, Fergus  
Mahon, Regional Manager Veon North 
East, said that “the new office will  
become a focal point for many of our  
local farmer clients and I look forward  
to discussing their forest planting and  
harvesting requirements”. Fergus Mahon, Veon’s Regional Manager North East and Ivan Fennell,  

Operations Forester outside the new Veon Regional Office at 
Mountrath Mart
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Thinking of Planting, Managing, Harvesting, 
Purchasing or Selling - Think Veon!
Veon is Ireland’s leading forest management company - from planting applications to 
final clearfell and reforestation. If you wish to have a chat with one of our foresters 
about you forestry needs please call us on our Freephone number 1800 719 399 
or drop in to one of our regional offices.

JOE CODD, Director of Sales
Veon Ltd. 1 Leopardstown Business Centre,  
Ballyogan Road, D.18
Freephone: 1800 719 399
Mobile: +353 (0) 87 983 7462
Email: jcodd@veon.ie

FERGUS MAHON, Regional Manager, North East
Mountrath Mart, Rushin Road,  
Mountrath, Co. LaoisFreephone:   1800 719 399 
Mobile: +353 (0) 86 411 0366
Email: fmahon@veon.ie

TOM O’DWYER, Regional Manager, South East & Midlands
Veon Ltd. Blackstoops, Enniscorthy Mart,  
Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford
Freephone: 1800 719 399
Mobile: +353 (0) 86 028 1053
Email: todwyer@veon.ie

CHRIS BYRNE, Regional Manager South West
Veon Ltd. Advance Factory, Castleisland Mart,  
Castleisland, Co. Kerry 
Freephone:  1800 719 399 
Mobile: +353 (0) 87 361 5024
Email: cbyrne@veon.ie

veon.iePROFESSIONAL FOREST MANAGEMENT SERVICES

DANIEL O’CONNELL, Regional Manager South West
Veon Ltd. Advance Factory, Castleisland Mart,  
Castleisland, Co. Kerry 
Freephone:  1800 719 399 
Mobile: +353 (0) 87 607 1539
Email: doconnell@veon.ie

MOMME REIBISCH, Regional Manager (North West)
Veon Ltd. Gala Superstore, Church St,  
Drumshanbo Mart, Co. Leitrim
Freephone:  1800 719 399
Mobile: +353 (0) 86 043 3605
Email: mreibisch@veon.ie
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RONAN FINNEGAN, Regional Manager, West & Midlands
Veon Ltd. Athenry Mart,  
Athenry, Co. Galway
Mobile: +353 (0) 86 130 3200 
Email: rfinnegan@veon.ie

1 Leopardstown  
Business Centre, 
Ballyogan Road, 
Leopardstown, 
Dublin 18, 
D18 N578.

Enniscorthy Mart, 
Blackstoops, 
Enniscorthy, 
Co. Wexford. 

Advance Factory, 
Crageens, 
Castleisland, 
Co. Kerry.

Mountrath Mart, 
Rushin Road, 
Mountrath,  
Co. Laois.

Gala Superstore, 
Church Street,  
Drumshanbo,  
Co. Leitrim.

Athenry Mart, 
Prospect, 
Athenry, 
Co. Galway.

Minister Creed targets dairy industry’s  
obligation to reduce carbon emissions
Speaking on FarmLand – AgriLand’s farming digital broadcast show, the 
Minister for Agriculture, Food, and the Marine, Michael Creed has stated 
that carbon emission output could potentially become a new type of “ 
quota system” for the agricultural sector in the future. 

The Minister stated that Ireland, along with New 
Zealand, is probably the best in the world in 
low-carbon-emitting dairy production but, in the 
context of our legally binding obligations, that does 
not give the dairy sector carte blanche to ignore 
its responsibility to reduce or mitigate its carbon 
emissions.

Minister Creed highlighted the dairy industry in 
particular as having a significant role to play in 
addressing emissions output whilst simultaneously 
continuing to drive the sector forward. 

He stated that he believes the dairy industry “in 
particular” will have to do more to address its  
emissions output.
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Forests cover around 40% of Europe’s territory (190 million ha), making Europe one of the most forest-rich regions in the world. 
Europe is in fact one of the few regions of the world where forest cover has increased over the last century. Forest owners and 
managers contribute to growth and jobs in rural area while ensuring wood and ecological services provision. Forest activities have 
a turnover of almost € 500 billion, employing approximately 3.5 million people. Industry has invested in technology to turn side-
streams and by-products into innovative biobased products that are essential for the development of the bioeconomy. As 
more investments are made in innovative technologies, more products from this industry will reach new market 

The bioeconomy comprises the sustainable provision of renewable resources and services 

are industrial installations that provide products from renewable natural 
resources, replacing fossil-based products.

wood processing plants. These have the potential to deliver 

poster.

Roundwood: Wood in its natural state as felled, or otherwise harvested, with or without 
bark, round, split, roughly squared or other forms (e.g. roots, stumps, burls, etc.). 

Veneer: Thin sheets of wood of uniform thickness, not exceeding 6 mm, rotary cut 
(i.e. peeled), sliced or sawn. It includes wood used for the manufacture of laminated 
construction material, furniture, veneer containers, etc.

Tall oil: A viscous yellow-black odorous liquid obtained as a by-product of wood pulp 
manufacture process when pulping mainly coniferous trees.

Plywood: A panel consisting of an assembly of veneer sheets bonded together with the 
direction of the grain in alternate plies generally at right angles. 

Cellulose: An insoluble substance which is the main constituent of plant cell walls and 

3000 tonnes per second.

Hemicellulose: Class of substances which occur as constituents of the cell walls of plants 
and are polysaccharides of simpler structure than cellulose.

Turpentine: A volatile pungent oil distilled from gum turpentine or pine wood, used among 
others in mixing paints and varnishes and in liniment.

Lignin: A class of complex organic polymers that form important structural materials in the 
support tissues of plants and algae.
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What a tree can do? Industries
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